WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday Services
8:15 and 9:30 AM at St. John’s
9:30 am at Incarnation (summer)
Sunday School – Grades K-6
9:30 AM at St. John’s

A Message from Pastor Alex….
Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of heaven belongs." Well that is exactly what we did last month as more than 30 children joined
us for Mighty Fortress VBS here at St. John’s! Focusing on Bible stories such as God tumbling the walls of
Jericho in Joshua 6 and Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem with the crowds waving palms and shouting
“Hosanna!”, the kids learned through songs, crafts, games, and even their snacks that our God is truly
mighty and that in Jesus, the victory is won! Not only did the children have a lot of fun throughout the
course of the week as they always do (and I always did) at VBS, but they also seemed to especially enjoy
the music this year, which was evident by the fact that nearly all of them joined us for worship that
following Sunday! If you weren’t able to be with us that morning, you missed a wonderful performance.
The kids sang their little hearts out, and they reminded us of Paul’s words to the Corinthians: “Thanks be to
God, who makes us winners through our Lord Jesus Christ!”
This was the fourth year that we’ve done Vacation Bible School at St. John’s and just like I said after
Jungle Safari, Bible Blast to the Past, and Deep Sea Discovery, no VBS program is possible without the
help and support of the entire congregation. Your monetary gifts and donations of snacks, supplies, props,
etc. enable us to offer a VBS that is both enjoyable and transformative – one that our kids will remember
fondly when they think back to these summers many years from now.
First, I want to thank our amazing staff of teachers, assistants, volunteers, and chaperones who
helped during the week: Katharine Forte, Allison Koehler, Susan Masciello, Bob Reckhart, Joan Pirrone,
Karen Feltkamp, Anne Sheppard, Heidi Scalza, Rob Clark, Sue Ellen Coyle, Marriane Seitz, Tyler Rouse,
Kaylee Palmer, Tricia and Mimi Berkowitz, Bill and Debby Lindman, and Kaitlyn, Ashley, and Jody Gavin.
There is a great deal of planning and preparation that is needed for a good VBS and this year, I was
very grateful to have the assistance of Gabrielle Barry who served as our VBS co-director. Gabrielle took
care of all of the paperwork, picked out the snacks and crafts, put together the photo slideshow, and so much
more, all of which made my life A LOT easier this summer. Thank you, Gabrielle!
I’d also like to thank all of you who helped “behind the scenes” with decorating and setup. I don’t
have the space here to thank each one of you by name (and if I did, I would most surely forget someone
anyway), but I do want to express my heartfelt appreciation for your time and hard work in helping us have
another successful VBS program. Finally, I want to thank Dot and Vito Richetti for once again sponsoring
the ice cream Sundae event on VBS Sunday after church. The ice cream was absolutely delicious and along
with the slideshow and fellowship, it was the “cherry on top” of an amazing and fun-filled week.
With the conclusion of Mighty Fortress VBS, we now look forward to a new Sunday School year
where the kids will learn even more about just how mighty and powerful our God truly is! This will lead
them and us into Reformation Sunday on October 29th when we will all celebrate the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation and sing together: “A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; he breaks
the cruel oppressor’s rod and wins salvation glorious.”
Peace +

Calendar of Events for September 2017
Sunday, September 10

Worship at St. John’s
WELCA meeting
Worship at Incarnation

Tuesday, September 12

Evangelism meeting
Council meeting

Sunday, September 17

Worship at St. John’s
Sunday School Rally Day at St. John’s
Worship at Incarnation
Barbecue at Incarnation

8:15 & 9:30 am
10:30 am
11:00 am
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

9:00 – 11:00 am

Saturday, September 23 Defensive Driving class
Sunday, September 24
Sunday School
Rally Day

Worship at St. John’s
Reformation 500 book sale
Stewardship meeting
Worship at Incarnation

Tuesday, September 26

First Communion Class

Friday, September 28

Girl Scout Leaders meeting

8:15 & 9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
12:30 pm

8:15 & 9:30 am
before & after 9:30 worship service
10:30 am
11:00 am
7:00 pm
4:15 – 6:00 pm

LOOKING FORWARD:
Sunday, October 1

Harvest Festival
Reformation 500 book sale

Sunday, October 8

Care Packages for the College Kids

Sunday, October 15

Outdoor worship/Blessing of the animals

Sunday, October 29

Reformation Sunday

11:00 am – 3:00 pm
during Harvest Festival
after 9:30 am worship
9:30 am

We recently realized that there are a number of church keys missing. If
you have a key and no longer service on council or a committee please
return the keys to the church office or give them to Pastor Alex.

SERVER SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 2017
DATE TIME ACOLYTES

9/3

8:15
9:30

9/10

Tyler Rouse

Tyler Rouse

Victoria Dunn

Victoria Dunn

8:15
9:30

LECTORS

Dorothy Criscuolo Dorothy Criscuolo
Criscuolo
Dan Gonzalez
Dan Gonzalez
Dorothy Richetti

Dorothy Richetti

Hank Lenz

Hank Lenz

USHERS

Janet Powell &
Lori Fernez
Kevin Hanson &
Kevin Hanson Jr

Dorothy Criscuolo Dorothy Criscuolo

8:15
9:30

9/24

Christopher Dunn

Christopher
Dunn

8:15
9:30

9/17

CRUCIFER

ASSISTING
MINISTERS

Victoria Ramirez

Victoria
Ramirez

Janet Pescatore

Anna Lenz

Dorothy Richetti

Dorothy Richetti

Katharine Forte

Katharine Forte

Bob Reckhart &
Tyler Rouse

Kristina &
Doug Palmer

If you If you cannot serve on a day you are scheduled, please find a replacement and notify the church office and the
appropriate coordinator: Pauline Feltkamp: Ushers 599-2273; Claire Lenz: Assisting Ministers & Lectors – 872- 2063;
Church Office: Acolytes, Crucifers, Torch bearers & Gospel bearers- 599- 0778

October 1, 2017
We are looking for Raffle Prizes for
Harvest Festival baskets!
If you can donate any items or know of a business that could
make a donation (gift cards from businesses are gladly
accepted) please let either Anna Lenz, Karen Feltkamp or the
church office know. Thank you for your generosity and help!

KNITTING CIRCLE MINISTRY
Imagine this: a woman in the hospital. She has just been diagnosed with heart disease – the
leading cause of death in women. She feels frightened, isolated.
Enter another woman who has been there. A heart disease survivor bearing a hand-made red
scarf and a small beautiful bag covered in hearts and filled with information about managing heart
disease. Someone to listen and to care.
That is the idea behind HeartScarves. Since it was founded by two women heart disease survivors
in 2005, thousands of HeartScarves have found their way to thousands of women heart patients
thanks to WomenHeart and its national volunteer corps of WomenHeart Champions.
Distributed in hospitals and at WomenHeart Support Network meetings throughout the country,
each hand-made red scarf offers comfort, support and encouragement for a woman with heart
disease, and becomes part of her healing journey.
For its Spring/Summer project, the members of St. John’s Prayer Shawl Knitting/Crochet Circle
chose to share their talents in a way that makes a real difference in the lives of women living with
heart disease by knitting and crocheting red scarves. To date, our group has knitted or crocheted
23 scarves in various patterns which will be sent to the WomenHeart's distribution center in Gold
Hill, North Carolina. Once at the distribution center, the HeartScarves will be sanitized, packaged
and distributed to a WomenHeart Champion who will bring it to a newly diagnosed woman heart
patient at her hospital.
God’s work, our hands -- giving hope and comfort to women living with heart disease.
Please join us next month as we start our Fall project knitting and crocheting hats and scarves for
Seafarers International’s Christmas drive. We meet the first Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m.
in the knotty pine room. No need to know how to knit or crochet. We can teach you!

Here Luther Stands!

No one can believe how powerful prayer is and what it can effect,
except those who have learned it by experience. Whenever I have
prayed earnestly, I have been heard and have obtained more than
I prayed for. God sometimes delays, but He always comes.
Martin Luther

Larry Lipitz
George Verity
Stephanie Moser
Anthony Posimato
Donna Valenti
Dorothy Hafner
Elaine Smith
Joann D’Ambrosio
Stephen Suppa
Jean Weber
Eleanor Haslett
Scott Masciello
Doreen Tietjen
Inga Chiramonte
Charmaine

Bob Robon
Gerda Weber
Ernest Weber
Sherry Powell
Carver Family
John Michael
Doris Oelschlager
Vivian Monaco
Larry Rienecker
Arlene
Sandy
Francesca
Joe
Janet Dey

Joanne
Ryan
Grace
Sue
Faith
Elfride Lynn
Herb Lynn
Don Roth
Baby Katherine
Frank Zirilli
Denis Bradler
Joshua Emswiler
Ed Kusharski
Annemarie

If would like to request prayers for yourself or someone else, please write the name(s) on a prayer
request card in church or call or email the office at 599-0778 or stjohnslynbrook@aol.com.
Please write how long you would like the name to remain on the list otherwise it will be removed
after three weeks. Feel free to repeat your request at any time, we can all use prayers.

A note from…..
Thank you so much for all the visits and calls.
I really appreciate all the prayers and concerns.
Love Gerda

CONGRATULATIONS TO ONE OF
OUR YOUNG MEMBERS!

REFORMATION 500 BOOKSTORE
The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast approaching! In honor of this historic
celebration, we will be having a book sale sponsored by Augsburg Fortress on Sunday,
September 24th and Sunday October 1st here at St. John’s! Learn about Martin Luther, his
writings, and the impact of the Reformation for the church today. Discover a variety of
resources on the Reformation for readers of all ages.
All orders will receive 50% off and free shipping. Orders will be submitted after October 1
and will be distributed before Reformation Sunday on October 29th. We will also be selling
bookmarks, stickers, magnets, bumper stickers, and other items celebrating Reformation 500
so make sure to stop by the table in the narthex!
Below is a list of all the books that will be available for purchase. We will also have a copy
of each book that you can page through. Check them out and plan your order ahead!

JOIN US ON
September 17th at 12:30 pm
For the Incarnation Church Barbeque!
Hot dogs, hamburgers & drinks will be provided.
Please bring a dish to share
Barbeque is Rain or shine
Please add your name the number attending and the dish you are bringing to share, on
the sign up sheet in the narthex or contact the church office via
email or phone.
Hope to see you there!

where in the world is
Martin Luther?
As part of our celebration of the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation on Oct. 29th, we would like you to
take a “Here I Stand” Martin Luther standee from the
narthex with you on your travels.
Snap a group photo or take a selfie with Martin Luther
at school, at work, while shopping, vacationing, etc.
Then email your pictures to stjohnslynbrook@aol.com.
Make sure to include a brief description as to where the
photo was taken, as well as who is in the photo. Your
photos will be shared in the St. John’s Messenger!
Don’t forget to CHECK THE BULLETIN
BOARD FOR NEW PHOTOS!

Seeking New Choir Members
The St. Johns choir is looking for new members. All are welcome, male & female; young adult &
“senior”; soprano, alto, tenor, or bass is welcome. Choir rehearsals are held on Thursdays at 7:30 PM and
will begin on September 28th. We love to fill our church with music and song. Please add your gift to ours
and join us as a member of the St. John’s Choir.
If you are interested, please contact our choir director, Allison Koehler at 516-678 -6623.
We hope to hear from you!

BAKERS NEEDED!
We are looking for bakers for our bake sale table at the Harvest Festival, October 1. If you would like to
contribute baked goods, please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the narthex.

A Defensive Driving Class
will be held on September 23rd from 9:00–11:00 am in the Knotty Pine Room
The cost is $55.00 per person.
If you would like to attend please contact Karen Feltkamp at 516 – 887-5725

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES
Please contact the church office at 516 599-0778
or stjohnslynbrook@aol.com to register.
Classes will begin on TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH AT 6:30 PM

BLESSING OF BACKPACKS ON RALLY DAY
Please bring your backpacks and/or book bags to the 9:30 am service
on Sunday, September 24th, for a special blessing during worship.

BACK TO SCHOOL CARE PACKAGES
FOR OUR COLLEGE KIDS!
We will once again be sending care packages to the college students in our
congregation! There are two ways that you can help us with this:
1. Donating one or more of the items listed below (please bring to church by 10/23).
2. Helping assemble packages in the Knotty Pine room after worship on Sunday,
October 23rd.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity!
COFFEE MUG
INSTANT OATMEAL
INSTANT NOODLES
EASY MAC & CHEESE
RAMEN NOODLES
CUP OF SOUP
MICROWAVE POPCORN
COOKIES
GUM

HIGH LIGHTERS
PENS
PENCILS
POST-IT NOTES
CORRECTION TAPE
TISSUES
HAND SANITIZER
PAGE FLAGS
CANDY

If you would like your son, daughter or grandchild to receive a care package, please
contact the church at 516 599-0778 or stjohnslynbrook@aol.com with the student’s
name and school address.

